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HAMCON INC. CONVENTION 

The convention is held at the Torrance Marriott, Sept 9, 10 & 11, 2011. There will be social activities on Friday 
evening so come and pick up you registration packet and visit the exhibitors and your friends. We are looking forward 
to seeing you there for the GREAT weekend of technical talks, looking at all the new radios with the vendors and 
buying extra tickets for the Major and Periodic drawings. Don't forget to bring the wife along too, as we are right next 
to the Del Amo Mall.  

 
HAMCON Prize Workers Needed 

URAC has the responsibility to administer the prizes and drawings for the HAMCON 2011 / ARRL SW Division 
Convention being held in Torrance at the Marriott Hotel September 9, 10 and 11, 2011. Doug Dowds, W6HB, is the 
Prize Chairman and he will require support selling tickets for the Major and Periodic drawings as well as during the 
conduct of drawings themselves. There will be drawings at 0900, 1100, 1400 and 1600 on Saturday and at 1000 on 
Sunday. Periodic prizes not claimed by 1100 on Sunday will be redrawn starting at 1130. The Early Bird, Pre-
Registration and Registration prizes will be drawn at the Saturday night banquet. 
 
URAC members willing to support the prize efforts and available to work the required shifts during the convention are 
requested to volunteer by E-mailing Doug at w6hb@arrl.net.  
 
 
Links of Interest 
 
http://www.arrl.org/news/special-event-stations-mark-tenth-anniversary-of-9-11 
 
http://www.mooreclocks.com/24-hour-clocks/ 
 
http://radioworld.com/article/peter-dahl--dies/24169 
 
Check out WTC Tour From High in the Sky - Fox News Video - FoxNews.com 

http://video.foxnews.com/v/1144578910001/wtc-tour-from-high-in-the-sky/?playlist_id=87937 
 
http://d.yimg.com/nl/ynews/newsmaker/player.html#shareUrl=http%3A%2F%2Fnews.yahoo.com%2Fvideo%23video
%3D26271274&vid=26271274&browseCarouselUI=hide 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.arrl.org/news/special-event-stations-mark-tenth-anniversary-of-9-11
http://www.mooreclocks.com/24-hour-clocks/
http://radioworld.com/article/peter-dahl--dies/24169
http://video.foxnews.com/v/1144578910001/wtc-tour-from-high-in-the-sky/?playlist_id=87937
http://d.yimg.com/nl/ynews/newsmaker/player.html#shareUrl=http%3A%2F%2Fnews.yahoo.com%2Fvideo%23video%3D26271274&vid=26271274&browseCarouselUI=hide
http://d.yimg.com/nl/ynews/newsmaker/player.html#shareUrl=http%3A%2F%2Fnews.yahoo.com%2Fvideo%23video%3D26271274&vid=26271274&browseCarouselUI=hide
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The Club’s No-host Breakfast is held 8:00 am 
on the First Saturday of each month at the  
Think Cafe at 302 W. 5thStreet,  
San Pedro, CA 
 
 
Saturday, September 3, 2011 
 
 
 

 
The United Amateur Radio Club held its’ monthly breakfast meeting at Think Café on Saturday 2011-09-03. We had 
16 persons in attendance. The discussion was fairly lively and drifted rather widely. Here are the highlights. 
Dale (W7IXL) – Noted that we have a number of outstanding things to do to the K6AA antenna farm. First, we need to 
remove the rotor from the vertical (Dale figures a vertical doesn’t need a rotor). Second, another of the rotors does not 
indicate properly. Maybe a cable problem, maybe need a new rotor. As mentioned during the net, somebody found the 
Strudel place on 7th in San Pedro. Homer went by and checked it out. Dale brought the menu in to prove they have 
more types of Strudel than you can shake a stick at. The Los Angeles Maritime Institute is moving and having a 
giveaway of office furniture. We may go there to see about getting some chairs for the station (October 1). The packet 
radio wasn’t working because the plug fell out, and Dale fixed it – he put the plug back in. 
Martin (K6UB) – showed an article in BMW car club magazine mentioning Mary and himself’s participation in a 
recent rally. He is the author of the article (as well as the photographer) 
Mary (K6UB XYL) – nothing to report. 
Treva (K6HMS) – Gary is currently off to London. She offered up a jacket from the Bakersville to Vegas race for 
anyone who might want it. Her kids have just bought a place in southern California, so soon the trips to northern 
California will cut way back. Finally, she noted that Gary has been trying to help a new member (Dan?) who is having 
trouble joining the weekly net because he cannot get to the repeater. Kids house have clay tiles on the roof, which you 
can’t walk on – they break easily – very. Picked up a flat screen TV but it has a bright light that is always on, so they 
took it back (generated some discussion about flat screen TV’s and DVD formats etc). 
John (WA6SDK) – nothing to report. 
Scotty ( K6ZNL) – mentioned that Jim had a cross-band repeater in Long Beach, but he hasn’t been turning it on 
recently. She also has problems hitting the net repeater, even though she has a good dual band antenna. Going to work 
the Conquer The Bridge race on Sunday. Taking a cruise later in the month. We need some more chairs for the club 
station. If we can’t get some donated, or turn them up from somewhere, we are going to have to purchase some. 
Bill (W6AJ) – is working on his WAS on 600 meters – on the Lane Victory. They recently went out, with 900 people 
on board. He noted that because one of  the boilers is out the Coast Guard requires them have a tug boat accompany 
them. He also noted the Coast Guard has been giving them a lot of “help” lately. Dale is looking for volunteers to help 
fix antennas on the roof of the museum, but nobody with gray hair is allowed on the roof.  
Jack (K6JWR) – Helped set-up and take-down for ILLW, but did no operating. Went to the Camarillo airshow (took a 
lot a pictures). Otherwise, looking forward to Hamcon. 
Bruce (AG6BJ) – Handed in his 100 QSL cards in support of his DXCC application. He recently installed (or was 
working on installing) a tower that he bought from Ivan. The first installation really wasn’t in a clear spot, so after 
consulting with So. Cal Edison, he moved it. He noted that his son is in town and being a mountain climber is the 
perfect person to do any necessary tower climbing. Unfortunately for Dale and the needs of K6AA, Bruce has him 
booked solid for his week here. Don and he are going to go play with K3’s after the meeting. His Yaesu is on the fritz 
again. Finally, he noted that he had been to see Jim. 
Doug (W6HB) – Questions about the bar-b-q plans are being deferred to the board. Escaped for the weekend. He 
worked International Lighthouse and Lightship Weekend. Got about 70 Q’s, but most were lighthouses. He noted he 
has a spare rotor. Mentioned Hamcon. Several companies have donated some large prizes. Flex has donated a radio. So 
has Kenwood TS-590F. He has an Comet antenna analyzer as one prize. Passed around a sign-up sheet for those who 
have volunteered to help sell prize tickets. Go to www.hamcominc.org  for more details. Doug had some follow-up 
news about Jim. He also mentioned that there are three shifts at the museum where we could use some more operators  
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Minutes from Breakfast (continued) 
 
 
for K6AA (Sunday morning, Tuesday afternoon, Saturday afternoon). Finally, he mentioned TWiT and HamNation, 
the weekly ham radio web based television show. 
Ana (W6HB XYL) – Noted she now has 4 kids in college. One is at Cal State Fullerton working on computer game 
design. Has only three students, hoping for more. School start soon. . 
Don (NA6Z) – Noted he is resigning from checking into the weekly net until he gets his radio fixed (more likely until 
he resolves issues with not being able to hit the repeater). He lives in Hawthorn – near Aviation and El Secundo. 
Otherwise, he has been seeing some pretty bad times, but last month he took an Alaskan cruise that was nice and 
cheered him up. He described one of the excursions on a “banana boat” that was “interesting” (basically, it was free 
because nobody would be silly enough to actually pay for the experience). The cruise was for their 25th anniversary. 
After the breakfast he and Bruce were going to go play with the K3. 
Homer (K6HKT) – nothing to report. 
John (KC6JHV) – Mentioned that he and several other members rode the Angelena II on a harbor tour a couple of 
weeks ago. His parents just got back from their 60th anniversary Alaskan cruise. Going to Las Vegas later this month. 
David (W6KL) – nothing to report. 
The door prize was one by --- somebody who wasn’t officially there. 
Jack 
K6JWR 
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It’s Time to Volunteer! 
 

 
 
 
Greetings from the Museum! 
 

Summer may be winding down, but we're going full speed ahead. Our curator, Emma Lang, assisted by our registrar 
Lucy Ruggirello, has been working diligently on the new exhibit highlighting the 70th anniversary of our building and 
the history of the ferry service. The museum's exterior makeover is almost complete, and we are anticipating the new 
harbor construction to begin later this year.  
With all of these improvements, we can expect more visitors as the San Pedro waterfront becomes a true tourist 
destination. Of course, that means more visitors to the club as well! We receive very enthusiastic comments from the 
public, but there are some days when the club is empty due to a lack of volunteers. If you're thinking of spending some 
time at the station, meeting new people, and sharing your amateur radio expertise, now's the time! See Doug Dowds 
W6HB for details. 
 

Thanks to all of our K6AA Museum volunteers! 
 

Marifrances Trivelli 
Director, Los Angeles Maritime Museum 
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2011 Angelina II Cruise 

Fun in the Sun  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



- The Short Circuit                      September 2011  Volume 84, Issue 9 -       

Member Newsletter of the United Radio Amateur Club, Inc.  Page 7  of 17 

 

I built this for somebody who then went out and bought a PC from a big box store, so I'm stuck with it. It's built 
with all NEW parts, and I'd just like to get my money out of it, so here it is! 
 
Motherboard: MSI GF615M-P31 
Has four rear, and two front USB 2.0 ports, real printer port, and a real serial port 
 
Processor: AMD Athlon-II X3 3.1GHz “Triple Core” 
 
Memory: 4GB PNY DDR3-1332MHz 
 
Hard-Disk: 320GB Western Digital “Caviar Blue” SATA 
 
Optical Disk: Asus CD/DVD Burner SATA with NERO 9 software 
 
Video: Onboard Nvidia GeForce 6150SE 256MB video memory 
 
Sound: Onboard RealTek ALC888S “High Definition” audio 
 
Network: Onboard RealTek RTL8150E Built-in 10/100MB Ethernet 
 
Case: SuperCase DM-317 low-profile desktop case with 275 Watt power supply 
 
Currently running Windows XP Home edition. Fully compatible with Windows 7 64-bit 
Comes with a new keyboard and mouse, NO monitor. 
$250, and if you want, I'll install Windows 7 Home Premium 64-bit for an additional $100, my cost for the 
software. 

 
 

If interested, contact KQ6EA, Jim Jerzycke at 562/422-0024 or email kq6ea@verizon.net
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SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS 

 
 
 

  
 Diana Feinberg AI6DF  Gary Forister N6HMR   Neal Hudson N6NW 
 Jerry Hull W6CVI   Dale Kind W7IXL    Beverly Pitman WA6TIU 
 Lynette Rath WB6RRR 
 
 
 
 
 

AMSAT 2011 Field Day Results for K6AA 
 

URAC did quite well again this year in the 2011 AMSAT Field Day standings. 
 
K6AA came in 4th out of 14 entries, with a total of 45 contacts. 
 
We made 45 contacts this year, ten more than the 35 we did last year,  and we did it with four fewer satellites in 
operation this year than last year. 
 
On the whole, there were fewer stations competing this year, fewer satellites available, and fewer contacts made 
between the participating stations. The individual station scores were higher this year, indicating that if we 
would have had the “missing” 4 satellites, the total QSO count would have been significantly higher. 
 
A year-by-year breakdown is as follows: 
 

Year  2008  2009  2010  2011 
Satellites  8  12  13  9 

QSO's  220  328  387  335 
Stations  17  20  18  14 

 
 
AO-7 was the most popular phone satellite, followed by VO-52 phone, and FO-29 phone. 
 
There were times AO-7 sounded like 20 Meters on a contest weekend, and VO-52 was just as crowded! It's too 
bad that HO-68 was not operational this year, as K6AA made almost half of our total contacts using HO-68. 
 
Submitted by Jim Jerzycke  KQ6EA 
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It's Back to School Time...for Ham Radio, too! 
 … Dan Romnanchik KB6NU 

 
As I write this, it's about 85 degrees, and I'm sitting on the patio of a cottage overlooking Elk Lake in northern 

Michigan. This idyllic spot is about as far away from school as you can get.  And yet, in less than a month, kids will be 
back in school, and if kids are going to be back in school, why not ham radio operators? 

The fall is a good time to begin teaching a new group of Technicians. I favor the "Tech in a Day" or "Ham Cram" 
type of class. This type of class focuses on teaching students the answers to questions on the test rather than the 
material itself. 

There's a lot of controversy about this, and many decry this method of teaching, but I think the best way to learn 
about ham radio is by actually doing it, and you can't do if you don't have a license.  Besides, how much more 
instruction will students actually get in a more traditional eight-week or ten-week course, maybe 16 hours? Will those 
16 hours make that much of a difference? 

For the sake of argument, let's say that you've decided to offer a one-day Tech class. Now what? Well, the first 
thing you have to do is to find a place to teach it. Possible sites include your local public library, a township hall, a 
community college, perhaps even your church. 

Now that you have the place, you need to find some students. Your local emergency-management group would be a 
good place to start. Also, make sure a notice gets published in your amateur radio club's newsletter. Chances are most 
of the subscribers already have licenses, but they may have friends or relatives who would be interested. Also, make 
sure the class gets listed in the upcoming events section of local newspapers or magazines. 

Once people start signing up, you should suggest that they either purchase a study guide or download my free study 
guide (www.kb6nu.com/tech-manual). Because I use my study guide when teaching the class, I always advise them to 
get a copy, but if you'll be using other materials, then your advice may differ. 

I counsel the students to read through my study guide a few times and take some online practice tests before coming 
to class. That will make them familiar with the material, especially areas they may be weak in or have questions about. 
By bringing those questions to class, we can address those areas in a little more depth, which will, hopefully, give them 
the help they need to pass the test. 

The class itself is six hours long, running from 9am to 3pm, at which time we give them the test. This is not a lot of 
time for the amount of material I have to cover, so I move along at a pretty brisk pace. I concentrate on giving them the 
answers, but with enough context so that it all makes sense.  

OK, let's say your class was wildly successful, and you now have a group of newly-minted Techs. What do you do 
now?  

Well, you might consider offering some short sessions on what ham radio operators do--Ham Radio 101, so to 
speak. The topics could include how to choose your first radio, the basics of FM repeater and net operation, and 
building your first antenna (say a 2m ground plane). They'll be more enthusiastic about these classes now that they 
actually have a license. 

It might also be a good idea to schedule a General Class license course for sometime shortly after the Tech class. 
This will encourage them to upgrade while they are enthusiastic about the hobby.  

I hope that this has encouraged you to offer some ham radio courses of your own. If you have any questions, feel 
free to e-mail me at cwgeek@kb6nu.com or phone me at 734-930-6564. Good luck, and let me know how your classes 
turn out. 

========================================= 

When not preparing for his next ham radio class, Dan publishes the "No-Nonsense" study guides for the Technician 
and General Class license exams. Free versions and print version are available from his website at 
www.kb6nu.com/tech-manual. E-book versions are available for the Kindle and devices that run the Kindle app on 
Amazon.Com and for the Nook on BarnesandNoble.Com. 
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DX OPERATIONS FOR SEPTEMBER 2011 
Per NG3K 

 
 

Corsica, TK: Will be operating 9/10 thru 9/24/2011. 
QSL via F5RBB. 

Uzbekistan, UM20Y: Is now operating thru 
9/10/2011. QSL via UK8MR. 

Svalbard, JW9DFA: Will be operating 9/14 thru 
9/19/2011. QSL via LA9DFA. 

Malawi,7Q7HB: Is now operating thru 11/23/2011. 
QSL via G0IAS. 

Lesotho, 7P8JK: Will be operating 9/15 thru 
9/22/2011. QSL via WB6OJB. 

Crete, SV9: Is now operating thru 9/30/2011. QSL 
via WB2GAI. 
Liechtenstein, HB0: Is now operating thru 
9/10/2011. QSL via OK1XD. 

Crete, SV9: Will be operating 9/15 thru 9/24/2011. 
QSL via LZ1PM. 

Rotuma, 3D2CJ: Is now operating thru 9/30/2011. 
QSL via HL5FUA. 

Palau, T88TO: Will be operating 9/16 thru 
9/19/2011. QSL via JA8CMC. 

Egypt, SU: Is now operating thru 11/30/2011. QSL 
via HA3JB. 

Greenland OX4OK: Will be operating 9/16 thru 
9/26/2011. QSL via OK1JST. 
Timor Leste, 4W6A: Will be operating 9/16 thru 
9/26/2011. QSL via VK8NSB. 

Malta, 9H3JN: Is now operating thru 9/14/2011. 
QSL via PB2JJ. 

Palau, T88UE: Will be operating 9/18 thru 
9/27/2011. QSL via DL5AXX. 

Sardinia, IS0: Is now operating thru 9/10/2011. QSL 
via IZ4JMA. 
Morocco, CN2EI: Is now operating thru 9/20/2011. 
QSL via S55EI. 

Mariana Is, KH0: Will be operating 9/21 thru 
9/30.2011. QSL via W6HGF. 

Corsica, TK: Is now operating thru 9/11/2011. QSL 
via IW5ELA. 

Morocco, 5C2: Will be operating 9/22 thru 
9/29/2011. QSL via I8LWL. 

Gibraltar, ZB3M: Is now operating thru 9/11/2011. 
QSL via ZB3M. 

St Pierre & Miquelon, FP: Will be operating 9/24 
thru 9/29/2011, QSL via G3ZAY. 
Rotuma, 3D2R: Will be operating 9/27 thru 
10/7/2011. QSL via YT1AD. 

Madeira, CT9: Is now operating thru 9/12/2011. QSL 
via DJ8OG. 
Albania, ZA1TC: Is now operating thru 9/14/2011. 
QSL via TA1HZ. 

Svalbard, JW8DW: Will be operating 9/28 thru 
10/5/2011. QSL via LA8DW. 

Botswana, A25: Is now operating thru 9/11/2011.  
QSL via ZS6AYU. 

East Kiribati, T32C: Will be operating 9/28 thru 
10/26/2011. QSL via G3NUG. 

Niue, ZK2AB: Is now operating thru 9/16/2011. QSL 
via ZL4CZ. 

Botswana, A22EW: Will be operating 9/29 thru 
10/18/2011. QSL via KB2MS. 

Sardinia, IM0: Will be operating 9/10 thru 
9/17/2011. QSL via IZ4JMA. 

Vanuatu, YJ0VK: Will be operating 9/30 thru 
10/12/2011. QSL via VK3QB. 

Lord Howe Is, VK9OL: Will be operating 9/10 thru 
9/18/2011. QSL via N6NO. 

 

 
 

. 
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*** IMPORTANT NOTES *** 

K6AA Station We can still use more operators for our K6AA station. See Doug, W6HB, and or Scotty, K6ZNL, 
checkout and training. 

Check out the special events page on the website for the latest from arrl and e-ham net:  
http://www.k6aa.org/specialevents.html  

Additional Calendar Notes 
 
 
  
  
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Club Net 
Held weekly on Thursdays at 8pm 

Primary = WA6LA repeater 

(145.380; -600; PL 100) 

If the repeater is unavailable, our Net 
will use the repeater output (145.38) 
on simplex. 

Club Meeting 
Held monthly on 3rd Friday of the 
month (except August and December)

 
 
No Host Breakfast 

Held monthly on the 1st Saturday of 
the month at 8:00am.  Location: 
Think Café on 5th Street in San Pedro 

“VE/CE Session for Amateur and Commercial Licenses  

Monthly on 1st Saturday and 3rd Sunday. By appointment. Go to http://k6aa.org/index.php/menu-licenseexams” 

 
 

http://www.k6aa.org/specialevents.html
http://k6aa.org/index.php/menu-licenseexams
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2011 U.R.A.C. Executive Board 

PRESIDENT 
Bill Carter 

W6AJ 

VICE-PRESIDENT
Dale Kind 

W7IXL 

 

SECRETARY 
Cynthia Gonyea 

KJ6GPG   

TREASURER 
Gina Mandich 

KF6MYQ 

 

DIRECTOR 
Bev Pitman 
WA6TIU 

DIRECTOR 
Skip Golden N6ZTU

 

DIRECTOR 
John Rockwood 

WA6SDK 

 

DIRECTOR 
Jim Jerzycke 

KQ6EA 
 

PAST-PRESIDENT 
Scotty Butler 

K6ZNL 

 
 

Contact List 
For 2011 

President  Secretary  Treasurer   
Bill Carter, W6AJ Cynthia Gonyea Gina Mandich, KF6MYQ   
(310) 670-4310 310-241-0852 (310) 832-3801   
w6aj@arrl.net mandm8602@att.net ginafm@prodigy.net  

   
 

Vice President Newsletter Team   Webmaster 
Dale Kind Dorothy Jerzycke, KJ6JOQ   Peter Herbrick, KE6HXS 
310-832-0801 Jim Jerzycke, KQ6EA   (310) 502-6179 (w) 
w7ixl@arrl.net (562)-422-0024   (310) 515-6749 (h) 
 dorothy0657@verizon.net   pherbrick@ca.rr.com 
Past-President   kq6ea@verizon.net 
Scotty Butler 
K6ZNL 
k6znl@arrl.net 
   

mailto:w6aj@arrl.net
mailto:mandm8602@att.net
mailto:ginafm@prodigy.net
mailto:w7ixl@arrl.net
mailto:dorothy0657@verizon.net
mailto:pherbrick@ca.rr.com
mailto:kq6ea@pacbell.net
mailto:k6znl@arrl.net
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REQUESTED 
ADDRESS CORRECTION 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


	Additional Calendar Notes
	Monthly on 1st Saturday and 3rd Sunday. By appointment. Go to http://k6aa.org/index.php/menu-licenseexams”


